Is a Tree Permit
Required?
Residential

Commercial

My Property Is...

At 4.5 feet above ground level
is the diameter of the tree 27
inches or greater?

At 4.5 feet above ground level
is the diameter of the tree 6
inches or greater?

If the diameter is 42 inches or
greater, see the Specimen Tree
section below.

If the diameter is 42 inches or
greater, see the Specimen Tree
section below.

No

Yes

No tree permit required

Is your tree on the
Quality Tree List?

Yes

Tree Permit Required

No

Yes

No

No tree permit required

Specimen Trees
Any tree greater than 42 inches in diameter is considered a specimen tree. Specimen Trees requires a tree
permit, and typically may not be removed, nor may the critical root zone be altered. The city arborist may
consider the removal of specimen trees based on the type of tree, health of the tree, location of the tree on
site, elevation of the tree, and/or the impact of the tree on the proposed site or development plan. If a
request to remove a specimen tree is denied, an appeal of the decision may be made to the city council.
For questions: contact-treepreservation@mckinneytexas.org | (972) 547-2000

How Do I Measure My Tree?
The following diagrams provided can assist in measuring the diameter (in inches) of your tree. If
you don’t have access to a diameter-tape, you can find the diameter of the tree using a string, a
measuring tape, a thumb tack, and a calculator.
1. With the measuring tape, measure 4.5 feet up the trunk of the tree from the ground. Use a
thumb tack to mark the height on the tree.
2. Wrap your string around the tree trunk at 4.5 feet. Make sure the string is straight and tight
around the trunk, and mark or cut the circumference on the string.
3. Measure the length of string to get the circumference of the tree.
4. Convert the circumference measurement to diameter by dividing the circumference by pi (3.14).

For Example:

Common Trunk

Circumference=47”

47”÷3.14=15”
15” in diameter at
measuring point
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Slope or Angle

To determine the measuring point of a trunk at an angle or on a slope, measure 4.5 feet along the center axis
of the trunk from ground level. Then measure the diameter at a right angle from the center point of the trunk at
ground level.

Split-Trunk

Multi-Trunk
When measuring multi-trunk trees, the size is determined
by measuring all the trunks, and then adding the total
diameter of the largest trunk to one-half the diameter
of each additional trunk. A multi-stemmed tree has
trunks that are connected above the ground and does
not include individual trees growing close together or
from a common root stock that do not have trunks
connected above the ground.

When the trunk branches or splits less than 4.5 feet from
the ground, measure the smallest circumference below
the split. If the tree has a branch or a bump at 4.5 feet,
it is better to measure the diameter slightly below or
above the branch/bump.
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Quality Tree List
Common Name

Botanical Name

Common Name

Botanical Name

Caddo Maple

Acer sacharum 'Caddo'

Dawn Redwood

Metasequoia glyptostroboides

Red Maple

Acer rubrum

Eldarica Pine

Pinus eldarica

Shantung Maple

Acer truncatum

Austrian Pine

Pinus nigra

Texas Buckeye

Aesculus argute

Chinese Pistache

Pistachia chinensis

Chittamwood

Bumelia lanuginose

Sycamore

Platanus occidentalis

Hickory

Carya spp.

Cherry Laurel

Prunus caroliniana

Pecan

Carya illioinensis

Mexican Plum

Prunus mexicana

Redbud

Cercis spp.

Sawtooth Oak

Quercus acutissima

Dogwood

Cornus drummondii

Lacey Oak

Quercus laceyi (Q. glaucoides)

Smoketree

Cotinus coggygria

Bur Oak

Quercus macrocarpa

Hawthorn

Crataegus

Black Jack Oak

Quercus marilandica

Arizona Cypress

Cupressus arizonica

Chinquapin Oak

Quercus muhlenbergii

Leyland Cypress

Cupressocyparis leylandii

Water Oak

Quercus nigra

Texas Persimmon

Diospyros texana

Willow Oak

Quercus phellos

Texas Ash

Fraxinus texensis

Shumard Oak

Quercus shumardi

Gingko

Ginkgo biloba

Texas Red Oak

Quercus shumardi 'Texana'

Possumhaw Holly

Ilex decidua

Durand Oak

Quercus sinuate

Yaupon Holly

Ilex vomitoria

Bigelow Oak

Quercus sinuate var. breviloba

Alligator Juniper

Juniperus deppeana

Post Oak

Quercus stellata

Walnut

Juglans nigra

Live Oak

Quercus virginiana

Eastern Red Cedar

Juniperus virginiana

Carolina Buckthorn

Rhamnus caroliniana

Golden Raintree

Koelreuteria paniculata

Western Soapberry

Sapindus drummondii

Crape Myrtle

Lagerstroemia indica

Eve's Necklace

Sophora affinis

Sweetgum

Liquidambar styraciflua

Pond Cypress

Taxodium ascendens

Southern Magnolia

Magnolia grandiflora

Bald Cypress

Taxodium disichum

Saucer Magnolia

Magnolia soulangiana

Cedar Elm

Ulmus carassifolia

Star Magnolia

Magnolia stellate

Lacebark Elm

Ulmus parvifolia

Crabapple

Mallus spp.

Rusty Blackhaw

Viburnum rufidulum

*Per Section 146-135 Appendix A as of 12/1/14
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