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Dumpster Enclosures
Garbage containers are required to be screened on all sides, and constructed so
as to be accessible to garbage trucks. Applicants submitting site plans which
include the siting of a garbage dumpster and construction of the required
enclosure should be familiar with the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance and
the minimum standards adopted by the City.
Applicants should consult Section 146-132 and the attached drawings for the
requirements of dumpster enclosures.
The minimum height of the screening device for garbage, trash or refuse
containers is 7 feet and the maximum height is 8’- 4”, except for “ML”, “MH” and
Industrial “PD” Districts where the maximum height of a screening device is 10
feet.
When sitting a dumpster enclosure on a property, applicants should consider
how easily a 32 foot long truck can enter the site, maneuver to the dumpster,
access it (including at least 40 feet straight from the screening gates for backing),
and either exit the site or maneuver to the next dumpster. Firelanes provide
adequate maneuvering lanes, but note that enclosures can not be located within
firelanes. Locations that require a truck to perform excessive backing (> 80 feet)
are discouraged.
Screening gates are required to be solid metal and screen the dumpster from
view when closed. Gates should swing out to an angle greater than 90% and
create an opening at least 12 feet wide for the truck to enter the enclosure. Pins
should hold the gates open while the dumpster is being accessed. Gates should
also swing clear of all firelanes.
Buffering (landscaping) is required around screening walls wherever they abut a
non-paved surface or a required landscape area. Acceptable buffering includes
a row of hollies (Nellie R. Stevens, Burford, etc.) along the screening walls.
For more information about the minimum standards for dumpster enclosures,
contact the Planning Department or the Environmental Waste Department.

